
Banyan	
Common	name:	Banyan	
Botanical	name:	Ficus	benghalensis		
Family:	Moraceae;	Name	in	Tamil:	Alai	

Field	identification:	Huge	
spreading	tree	with	aerial	roots	
descending	from	branches,	
which	then	take	root,	thicken	
and	become	trunks.	Leaves	
leathery,	oval-shaped	8-20	cm	
with	thick	leaf	stalks	2.5-5	cm	
long.	Figs,	in	pairs,	globular	and	
stalkless		

Location	on	Campus:	
Scattered.	E.g.	Alumni	House,	
Scudder	Crescent,	Mental	Health	
Centre,	East	End	Road,	Allai	
Road	
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