
Flame	of	the	forest	
Common	name:	Flame	of	the	forest	
Botanical	name:	Butea	monosperma	
Family:	Faboideae;	Name	in	Tamil:	Parasa,	Kattumurukku,	Murukku,	Palasu,	Pungu,	
Purasu,	Vallai,	Vallaiparasu	

Field	identification:	Deciduous,	
tree.	Erect	tree	with	crocked	
trunk	and	irregular	branches,	
20-40	feet.	Bark	rough,	ash
coloured.	Leaf	trifoliate,
common	stalk	10-23cm,	leaflets
leathery	texture,	terminal	leaflet
blunt	oval	shape,	4-8	inches.
Flowers	bright	orange-red	in
clusters	with	black	velvety
calyces.	Fruit	pod,	up	to	20	cm
long,	with	single	seed.

Location	on	campus:	Nambikai	
Nilayam	
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