
Palmyra	Palm	
Common	name:	Palmyra	Palm,	Toddy	Palm,	Indian	Fan	Palm	
Botanical	name:	Borassus	flabellifer		
Family:	Arecaceae;	Name	in	Tamil:	Panai	

	 	 	

	 	

Field	identification:	Tall,	erect	
columnar	palm	up	to	30	m	in	
height	and	60	cm	in	diameter.	
Trunk	grey/almost	black	with	
terminal	crown	of	fan-shaped	
leaves	0.9-1.4	m	in	diameter,	
shining	dark	green	divided	into	
lance	shaped	segments,	folded	
along	midrib.	Flowers	male	and	
female	on	separate	trees.	Fruit,	
15-20	cm	in	diameter,	reddish	
black	when	ripe.		
	
Location	on	campus:	Scattered	
across	campus,	E.g.	South	Road	
	
	

References:	
1. Sahni,	K.C.	(1998)	The	Book	of	Indian	Trees.	Mumbai:	Bombay	Natural	History	Society/	Oxford	

University	Press.	p182	
2. Krishen,	P.	(2006)	Trees	of	Delhi:	A	field	guide.	Dorling	Kindersley,	New	Delhi.	p318.	
3. Flowers	of	India	available	at	https://www.flowersofindia.net	

				 Compiled by Dr. K. S. Jacob, 
(former Head, Dept. of Psychiatry, 

CMC Vellore)




