
Scholar	Tree	
Common	name:	Scholar	Tree,	Devil’s	Tree	
Botanical	name:	Alstonia	scholaris	
Family:		Apocynaceae	
Name	in	Tamil:	Pala	

	 	 	
	 	 	
Field	identification:	Large,	evergreen	tree,	often	fluted	or	buttressed.	Bark	grey.	Branches	whorled,	
exude	milky	latex	when	cut.	Leaves	whorled	7.5-20	x	2.5-3.7	cm,	oblong-lance-shaped,	round	or	
notched.	Lateral	nerves	parallel	uniting	at	margin	in	a	distinct	vein.	Flowers,	small,	greenish	white	in	
clusters.	
Location	on	campus:	Scudder	Crescent	
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